
Education in PRL



WAR DAMAGES

• Poland after The Second World
War was one of the most damaged
countries in the world. In our
capital (Warsaw), about 80 % of
buildings were razed to the ground.





Comparison before and after bombing



THE IMPACT OF THE 
SECOND WORLD 
WAR ON SOCIETY

• Over 6 milions Poles (22% of the
Poland’s population) died of the
war. It was necessary to rebuild
the country and population. After
the war, an increase in the
number of births and a growing
birth rate could be observe.

GENDER AND AGE PYRAMID→



BEGINNING OF SCHOOLING AFTER WAR

The number of children began to increase so more 
schools we needed. Schools were built en masse, 
somethimes within 100 m of each other. 

Schools were crowded. The buildings were
prepared, for example, for 500 pupils but 1400 
were attended there.



Education after 40’s

The educational system in the PRL was based 
on an 8-grade primary school. Then student 
can choose:

• high school (4 years)

• vocational schools (2 or 3 years)

• technical schools (5 years).

Studies usually lasted 5 years.



Uniforms were required by 
most schools: 

• girls wore blue aprons, 

• boys wore black aprons. 

In addition, compulsory white
collars and school shields.



The "School Sports Clubs" were
the most popular extra activity. 
Almost everyone played football.

There were more organizations
in schools: 

• Student Cooperatives, which
"managed" school shops, 

• Squirrel Club encouraging
people to take care of their
teeth, 

• Polish Red Cross(PCK),

• School Savings Fund(SKO),

• Polish Scouting
Association(ZHP).



The teachers paid a lot of
attention to reading. Students
and even classes competed for
the most read books. The best
pupils were awarded. It was
difficult to cheat, because
when someone returned a
book, the librarians often
asked questions about content
of the book.



THE MOVIE


