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MILITARY DICTATORSHIP IN GREECE

The Greek junta or Regime of the Colonels was a far-right 

authoritarian military junta that ruled Greece from 1967 to 1974. 

On 21 April 1967, a group of colonels overthrew the caretaker 

government a month before scheduled elections which Georgios 

Papandreou's Centre Union was favored to win. The dictatorship 

was characterized by right-wing cultural policies, restrictions on 

civil liberties, and the imprisonment, torture, and exile of political 

opponents. An attempt to renew its support in a 1973 

referendum on the monarchy and gradual democratization was 

ended by another coup by the hardliner Demetrios Ioannidis. The 

junta's rule ended on 24 July 1974 under the pressure of the 

Turkish invasion of Cyprus, leading to the Metapolitefsi ("regime 

change") to democracy and the establishment of the Third 

Hellenic Republic.



EDUCATIONAL REFORM OF 1964

➢Organization of grade and secondary school

➢ Establishing free of charge education in the primary school of all grades

➢Extent of obligatory studentship up to 9 years

➢Establishing demotic language as the instruction language



EDUCATIONAL REFORM OF 1964

➢Abolishment of students’ surcharges about tuition and books

➢Establishment of scholastic breadline

➢Admissibility in the General High School

or Technical High School without exams

➢Formulation of Academic Certificate



EDUCATIONAL REFORM OF 1964

➢Cancellation of the educational reform of 1964

➢Total control of the Greek educational system

➢Abolition of courses “Basic elements of the Democratic Polity” and “Basic 
elements of the Economic Science”

➢Withdrawal of schoolbooks and reformulation of their new edition



EDUCATIONAL REFORM OF 1964

➢ Reestablishment of purist Greek as the instruction language in the educational 
system of all grades

➢Admission in the secondary school via exams

➢Abolition of the Academic Certificate

➢ Education based on the ideals of Greek Orthodox culture



EDUCATIONAL REFORM OF 1964

➢ No expression of personal thoughts

➢ Evaluation of teachers and professors according to their sociopolitical rational

➢ Emphasis on theoretical and social courses

➢ Propaganda of the Notion and the Purposes of the “1967 Revolution of the 
Greek Nation”

➢ Usage of physical education as a mean of discipline and partial militarization of 
young students



THE 4 MAIN LESSONS DURING DICTATORSHIP

➢ The lesson of Civil Defense

It was deemed appropriate to introduce this lesson in all the students of the Primary School, providing them 
some knowledge on Civil Defense issues, necessary for the survival of the Nation in an unattainable future 
war.

➢ The lesson of History

The general purpose of the History lesson is to enable the students to understand the historical life of the 
Greek Nation and to draw lessons from the Greek History, to cultivate the feeling of their patriotism and 
to present them mentally and spiritually, so that they become useful members of the political and National 
community of the Greeks. It is also known that in the Primary School the cultivation of students' patriotism 
comes first. In addition, the History course provides students with political and national education, 
contributes to the formation of rules of moral action and the development of these spiritual forces.



THE 4 MAIN LESSONS DURING DICTATORSHIP

➢ The lesson of Religious Education 

The subject of Religious Education was the most important course taught in the Greek 

Primary Schools. This becomes evident from the fact that the ideal in the education of the 

Greek child was the Greek-Christian Ideal, that was, an alloy of faith in God and devotion 

to the National Idea

➢The lesson of Physical Education

In the Physical Education lesson the main goal was to train students to be disciplined, as 

well as to be in good physical condition



THE 4 MAIN LESSONS DURING DICTATORSHIP



QUICK COMPARISON BETWEEN THE 
DICTATORSHIP’S AND TODAY’S EDUCATION SYSTEM 

DICTATORSHIP’S SYSTEM

• Mandatory school uniform to be worn from 

every student, mandatory short shaved heads 

for boys / same haircut for every girl.

• Teachers and kids where spied upon on non-

school hours, to ensure they are not 

participating in any government overthrowing 

organizations

TODAY’S SYSTEM

• Each student has the freedom to choose what 

to wear and have any hairstyle he pleases. 

• Professors are sometimes being reviewed by 

their students based on the quality of their 

teaching and the way they treat them



QUICK COMPARISON BETWEEN THE 
DICTATORSHIP’S AND TODAY’S EDUCATION SYSTEM 

DICTATORSHIP’S SYSTEM

• Physical punishment of the schoolkids in any 

case of disobedient behavior, sometimes causing 

serious harm

• Reestablishment of purist Greek as the 

instruction language in the educational system 

of all grades

TODAY’S SYSTEM

• Dialogue is used when a pupil displays 

disobedience, using techniques approved by 

psychologists

• Modern Greek are taught in school, and English 

as a secondary language after 3th grade.  In 5th

grade the student has to choose between 

German or French for their third language



QUICK COMPARISON BETWEEN THE 
DICTATORSHIP’S AND TODAY’S EDUCATION SYSTEM 

DICTATORSHIP’S SYSTEM

• Heavy emphasis on the importance of the 

orthodox faith and common trips to the church

• Usage of physical education as a mean of 

discipline and partial militarization of young 

students

TODAY’S SYSTEM

• Spirituality is an established class throughout all 

of high school, analyzing different religions and 

their origins

• Physical education limited to only P.E. classes, 

mostly playing team sports (2hrs a week)
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